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About this Vacation Bible School Curriculum

Dear Bible School Directors and Teachers,

We hope that this five-day lesson plan will be a blessing to you and your students.  Based on the Alternative Gifts International “My Shopping List for the World” catalog, and in concordance with the teachings of Christ, these lessons seek to bridge the gap between your students and children who experience hardships throughout the world.

Rev. Dr. Robin McGonigle, one of our board members who also served as interim President last year, is mainly responsible for creating this new resource. In it, you will find scripture references, memory verses, a story to help children relate to the AGI project, and “Talking points” to use in teaching.  We have tried to include crafts that are inexpensive and activities that will interest and entertain a range of ages. 
It is designed to work in conjunction with the reproducible Children’s Activity Pages that were developed with the catalog last year.  We also hope that you will order enough catalogs for each child who can read, so they can also share them with their parents or relatives. 
While the children in the stories have been made up to illustrate the situations, they are good examples of the lives we try to touch everyday in our mission.  Your students can be assured that these stories are really examples of how their peers are enduring life in other countries.  

When we help children learn empathy for others, we are addressing the essence of Christian formation.  One logical outcome from these lessons will be for them to realize how their small gifts, when added together with others can accomplish a great deal of good.  Another outcome is a personalized desire to know more about the needs in other places—which may be the stepping stone to a goal of going on a mission trip, being an intern through one of our partner agencies, or even becoming a mission or humanitarian aid worker as a career!  

I must admit that one of my early vocational explorations was to become a missionary.  Even though I have not done that in the traditional sense, my work now accomplishes much the same, and uses my specific gifts.  My hope is that each of you can feel that your gifts are also being used in ways that provide you personal fulfillment, while we all work in partnership together to glorify God—just as Jesus claimed to be his role in life.

Blessings & Peace!
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Lea McCloud, MATS

President
AGI Vacation Bible School Curriculum: Day 1
(see worksheets in Children’s Activity Book for age appropriate groups)
Project 4:  “Shelter & Support for Street Children” (Kenya)
Scripture:  Matthew 25: 31-40

Memory Verse:  “Truly I say to you, when you do it to one of these, you do it to me.”
Talking Points:  
· Have you ever been hungry?  What did it feel like?  Were you able to think about anything else?  

· What would it be like to be hungry every day?  Jesus said that we are to help people who are hungry.  How do you think we can do this?

· Have you ever been camping and had to sleep in a tent on the ground?  Was it fun?  How do you think children without beds feel about sleeping on the ground every night?

· Jesus said we are to help those who do not have a home or a bed to sleep in.  Since we cannot send homes and beds, how do you think we can help? 

Craft:  All week: Color and label a map with the countries that are featured in each project.  This map can be a large poster done by the group of children and hung on the wall or individually copied maps that each child colors.

Day 1: Have children draw meals on two sides of a paper plate. What food could they find to eat in a trash can? What food would they eat in a safe home with a mom and dad to feed them?

Songs: 
“Jesus Loves the Little Children”

“Give me oil in my lamp…” 


Verse 2:  “Give me water in my cup…”


Verse 3:  “Give me food in my hand…”

Snack:  All week: Explain to the children that each day they will be eating a snack that is typical for children in that country.  

On this day, the children can sit inside a large cardboard box (refrigerator boxes are perfect and can be acquired from an appliance store).  The snack can be a cup of popcorn, cornmeal mush, or grapes.  Explain that for some children, a box this size is their only home.

Jacob’s Story
Jacob was only a few years old when his parents died.  There were no relatives to take care of him and soon he had no home.  One day he met some other boys on the street who slept in a big cardboard box to keep warm.  During the daytime one of the boys stayed with the box so no one could steal it.  The other boys looked in trash cans to find food people had thrown away and picked up money that was accidentally dropped on the street.  Sometimes they begged for food.  Jacob was scared and unhappy because he didn’t have any family.  There was no one to hug him at night when he was frightened or to give him food when his belly rumbled with hunger.
One day a woman named Sarah looked inside the big box.  She promised the boys that she would help them.  Sarah brought them some good food – enough for every hungry little boy!  Then Sarah told them that she knew of a safe place where they could live – a home with parents and other children.  The boys followed Sarah to a house where they had a safe place to sleep and food to eat.  They were even given clothes and medicine when they were sick.  
At his new home, Jacob finally felt loved. He learned to find jobs and he was taught to care for himself.  Jacob and his friends were so grateful for people like Sarah who helped them find a home and a family.
AGI Vacation Bible School Curriculum: Day 2
(see worksheets in Children’s Activity Book for age appropriate groups)
Project 7:  “Water Wells for Nomadic People” (Sudan)
Scripture:  John 4:5-15
Memory Verse:  “I will give you living water.”
Talking Points:

· Why did the woman go to the well?

· What do you think Jesus meant when he said, “I will give you living water?”
· Have you ever taken a hike or a long bike ride?  What were some of the supplies you took?  Did you take a bottle of water or a canteen?  What was it like when you were hot and thirsty and took a drink?  
· What are some of the everyday things you do that require water?  How much water do you think your family uses everyday?  What would it be like to have to go to a well somewhere away from home and carry all that water back?

Craft:  Ask the children to brainstorm places where they have seen water… (I.e. rain, waterfall, fishing lake, river, etc.  Decorate paper cups or mugs from a craft store with a water scene. Older children can also fold origami cups. (Some mugs have paper inserts to draw on and then place behind a clear protective shield; other mugs are ceramic and can be drawn on with paint and fired in a kiln.)  

Songs: 
“There Shall be Showers of Blessings”


“I’ve Got Peace Like a River”

Snack:  Give the children a cup of salty snack mix, pretzels, or cheese crackers.  After they have finished, offer them a cup of ice water from a clear pitcher.  Discuss what it was like to have a clear, cold drink after the salty snack.  

Other activities:  Take a walk around the building and ask the children to take note of all the places where water is used (kitchens, bathrooms, sinks, water fountains, outside spigots for watering, etc.)  

Salva’s Story
Salva was only a little boy the first time his mom sent him to get water.  It was a long walk – sometimes it took him all day in the horrible heat.  The ground was dusty and often Salva had to stop and try to cough the dirt out of his throat.  He saw some of his friends who had to go get water for their own families.  None of the children liked this chore.  Salva knew of boys from his village who disappeared or were attacked by wild animals when they went to get water.  Walking for water was a very dangerous job.  But every family needed water.
When Salva finally reached the river, the water he dipped into his bucket smelled bad and didn’t look very clean.  He was very thirsty and he wanted a drink of the cool water, but he knew that he should take the water home to be boiled.  In Salva’s village, many people got sick from the water they drank because there were tiny bugs or germs in the water that they couldn’t see. Some people even died after drinking water that hadn’t been boiled.
He picked up the bucket and started the long way home.  This was much slower than going for the water.  The bucket seemed heavier with every step.  He had to walk slowly so that none of the water spilled out because this bucket was all the water his entire family would have for the whole day.  They had to use it for drinking, cooking, bathing, cleaning, and washing clothes.  

When Salva was eleven years old, his family sent him to a safer place where he could go to school. Salva learned many things as he grew up. One day he heard that his father, who still lived in the village in Sudan, was sick.  Salva traveled back to his hometown and found out that his father was sick from the germs in the water and hurt from carrying the heavy buckets.  The doctor told him he had to move somewhere else if he wanted to live – somewhere with clean water.  

Salva realized that he needed to help the people in his village get clean drinking water.  He learned about drilling down through the dusty ground to find clean, clear water.  He has taught people in his village how to drill for wells so that they can have clean, fresh water all the time.
AGI Vacation Bible School Curriculum: Day 3
(see worksheets in Children’s Activity Book for age appropriate groups)
Project 14:  “Child Sponsorships” (Middle East)
Scripture:  I Samuel 3: 1-10
Memory Verse:  “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
Talking Points:

· How old do you think Samuel was in this story?  

· Why do you think God chose a young boy instead of an adult?

· Samuel lived in about the same place as the children we are helping today.  (Locate on the map).  This place has had many wars and the people who live there seem to always be fighting.  How could the children in Israel make a difference for God?  How can you make a difference for God in your life?

Craft:  Sand Candles-- Hang a long piece of string or a candle wick into a disposable cup by tying it to a pencil which sits across the top of the cup.  Fill the cup with sand, filling in around the wick.  Adults can melt used crayons or old candle wax and help the children pour the wax over the sand.  Let the sand candles set up overnight and then release from the container.  Show pictures of the desert sands of Israel and Palestine.  Talk about the children in that war-torn region being lights of hope and peace.

Songs:
“I am the Light of the World”


“This Little Light of Mine”

Snack:  Hummus & pita chips. Hummus can be found in the deli section of most grocery stores or purchased at a Mediterranean restaurant.  

Hannah’s Story
Hannah lives in Palestine, a country near where Samuel lived.  Hannah is ten years old, and she has never known a time when her country was not at war.  At night, she hears bombs explode in her village and when she walks to school the next morning, she notices that a house has been burned down.  Almost everyone she knows has lost a loved one because of the war.  Her best friend, Allia, had an older brother who died in the war.  
People of many different religions live in Palestine.  Some people are Jews, while others are Muslims or Christians.  Hannah knows that these groups don’t get along with each other.  They don’t trust each other and they are not nice to one another.  Hannah’s grandfather says that Palestine will always have war because of the different religions.

Hannah doesn’t believe that.  She thinks that her friendship with Allia is proof that people who are different can get along.  Allia and Hannah go to a special school where they play games together and learn about peace.  They spend time with one another and learn each other’s traditions.  Hannah likes to visit Allia’s home and eat with her family.  When Allia comes to her house, Hannah likes to help her mom make hummus because Allia’s family doesn’t usually have foods like it.  

When Hannah and Allia grow up, they plan to make a difference in Palestine.  They want to teach people that they can get along with others who are different from them.  They want to help people make friends with followers of other religions so that they won’t fight about their differences.  Hannah and Allia know that their differences are not as important as their friendship.
AGI Vacation Bible School Curriculum: Day 4
(see worksheets in Children’s Activity Book for age appropriate groups)
Project 25: “Trees for the Rural Poor” (Haiti & Dominican Republic)
Scripture:  Luke 19:1-10
Memory Verse:  “Zaccheus ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus.”  Or “Zaccheus said to Jesus, ‘Half of my possessions I will give to the poor.’”
Talking Points:

· Zaccheus was a small man.  He couldn’t see Jesus because there were so many people around.  Have you ever gone to a parade or a movie and couldn’t see?  What did you do?
· Even though Jesus was surrounded by people, he saw Zaccheus.  Of all the people around, Jesus decided to get to know Zaccheus better and went to his house for dinner.  Why do you think Jesus picked Zaccheus?

· When Zaccheus met Jesus, what was his reaction?  Why do you think Zaccheus acted that way?

Craft:  Plant a seed in a cup to take home or plant a tree at the VBS site. Do an art project using tree leaves – leaf rubbings or painting a leaf design. 
Songs: 
“Zaccheus”

“Oh Christmas Tree”
Snack:  Foods from trees – a selection of bananas, apples, oranges, dates and nuts.
Other activities:  Go on a walk through a wooded area and ask the children to make a list of the ways we use trees and why they are important.  If possible, ask someone from a greenhouse or nursery to tell the children about planting and nurturing trees or the importance of trees.
Antoine’s Story
Antoine and his family live on a farm on an island.  The island used to be covered with trees as far as the eye could see, but Antoine only saw stumps when he was little.  Farmers like his father cut down the trees so they could plant crops for food or even to burn as fuel for cooking and warmth.  Everyone thought it would be better to have food than trees.  
But then the ground where farmers planted food started blowing away in the strong winds and running off with the heavy rains in landslides.  The trees that used to shield the farms from wind and protect the hills from mudslides were all gone. Antoine’s father realized that his farm needed to have some trees to keep the crops safe.

When Antoine grew into a big boy, his father put him in charge of growing saplings, baby trees that they would one day plant on their farm. Antoine had to water the saplings, keep them safe from bugs and animals, and make sure that they were protected from danger. It was amazing how much work Antoine had to do just to make a tree grow!  
Antoine was thankful that a man from a nursery gave him the seeds and saplings to grow. The man also taught him how to care for the trees and showed his father how to plant them to protect the farm once they were big enough.

Now that Antoine is a young man, he works the farm with his father. One day he will own the farm, and it will be safe from landslides and wind because of his hard work. At the end of the day, he gets to climb up in one of the sturdier trees and think about how beautiful the island will be when there are trees all around again.
AGI Vacation Bible School Curriculum: Day 5
(see worksheets in Children’s Activity Book for age appropriate groups)
Project 27:  “Hen Houses & Healthy Lessons” (Bolivia)
Scripture:  Matthew 14:15-21
Memory Verse:  “Do not send them away; you give them something to eat!”
Talking Points:

· Have you ever taken your lunch to school and ended up sharing your food with someone?  Did they share their food too?  How did it work?

· Do you plant a garden at home and eat the food from the garden?  Do you like it more than the food from the store?  

· Some children don’t have a store where they can shop for food.  Where do you suppose they get food?

· Whenever Jesus saw that some people had enough and others did not have any, he told the people to share.  What kinds of things could you share with someone else?  

Craft:  Dyeing or Painting on boiled eggs 

Songs:  “Old MacDonald Had a Farm”

Snack:  Hard boiled eggs, cheese and crackers

Other activities:  Visit a farm or chicken coop.  Ask the owner to describe what they do with the hens, how they collect the eggs, and the value of having egg products.

Arami’s Story
Today was the day Arami and her schoolmates had been waiting for!  They were going to start a farm and raise chickens.  Arami helped put up the fence for the chicken coop and filled the troughs with water for the hens that would arrive this morning.  When the truck arrived, Arami heard the chickens clucking in the back.  She raced around the chicken coop and tried to name the chickens as they pecked in the dirt.  
It wasn’t long before Arami had her first egg for breakfast.  Her teacher found some eggs that the hens had laid and cooked them for the class.  Arami thought the eggs were delicious!  She hoped they could have them everyday.

The next year, Arami’s chicken coop at school was full of chickens and they had fresh eggs everyday.  There were enough eggs that Arami and her friends could sell the extras to their neighbors.  That spring, Arami and her class planted a vegetable garden to add to their farm.  Arami’s favorite thing from the garden was carrots.  She loved to pull them out of the ground, dust off the dirt, and eat them right there!
Since starting the farm, Arami and her friends didn’t have to worry about getting enough to eat and they often sold the eggs and vegetables to help pay for other things they needed.  It was easier to learn things in school when her stomach didn’t hurt with hunger.  Yes, the day the chickens arrived at her school was one of the best days Arami could remember!

